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Germany and England is being repeated today by England
and Japan ? It must hot be forgotten that mutually exclusive
national interests are a principal cause of war.
How was it that Germany was beaten in the end and
that England was-the ultimate victor? There were many
reasons : among them the manner in which diplomacy was
co-ordinated to war. Let us be warned by what has happened
before and stop to consider this highly important question.
Diplomacy and war.
In the days of Bismarck war and diplomacy ran together,
like the wheels of a cart: one did not try to rush ahead
when the other was inextricable in the mud. It will be
remembered how Wilhelm I, King of Prussia, during the
war with Austria in 1866, disregarded the opinion of his
military advisers and stopped the advance of his troops on
Vienna to forestall armed intervention by the Emperor of
the French.
Bismarck died, and the times changed to those of the
masterful, haughty and reckless Wilhelm II. Diplomacy
was ignored, and the most important affairs of state were
left dependent on the whim of the Emperor and the military
clique with which he had surrounded himself. The Germany
of those days may be likened to a luxury liner on a pleasure
cruise threading her way in a current as swift as an arrow
between a rock and a whirlpool, and hardly under control.
Just as the quartermaster is putting over the helm to avoid
the whirlpool, a disorderly, drunken tourist takes hold of
the wheel and the ship runs on the rock.
That this was the state of affairs in Germany before the
Great War is confirmed by Viscount Grey of Fallodon.
He says that the German military clique ignored diplomacy
and, regardless of its attempts to find a peaceful solution
to the situation that arose between Austria and Serbia in
1914, was determined on war and on the humiliation of
France. Neither Bethmann-Hollweg nor von Jagow, with
whom alone other Governments could deal, had influence
or weight. In Austria, too, Berchtold, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, could obtain no hearing f Vienna listened to
the military clique in Berlin and to it alone.*
As has already been explained, when England desired
* Op. tit., Vol. II, pp. 32-33.
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